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The MedTrends Project aimed 
at:

•Investigating and mapping the 
most probable integrated 
scenarios of maritime 
economic growth to 2030 in 
Med EU countries

•Putting the findings in 
perspective with Good 
Environmental Status 
objectives and with the targets 
of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity

AIMS 

The MedTrends Project



Lead partner
‐ WWF‐France
Partners
‐ WWF‐Mediterranean
‐ WWF‐Greece
‐ WWF‐Spain
‐ WWF‐Italy
‐ Nature Trust Malta
Associate partners
‐ WWF Baltic Programme
‐ Blue Plan
‐ MedPAN Association

PARTNERS 

The MedTrends Project

Countries
‐ France
‐ Italy
‐ Spain
‐ Croatia
‐ Slovenia
‐ Greece
‐ Cyprus
‐ Malta

Duration: 1 year
Budget: 550,000 Euro



Methodology

SECTORS CONSIDERED AT THE REGIONAL SCALE



• Analysis per sector: to assess the current status and future 
trends of the economic sector, and the potential impacts on the 
marine environment by linking the pressures exerted by the 
sectors and the impacts on the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD) descriptors.

• Cross-cutting analyses:

o An analysis of the risk of growing conflicts between 
sectors;

o An analysis of the compatibility between the sectors trends 
and the 10% Marine Protected Areas objective (Aichi 
target) to be reached in 2020;

o An analysis of cumulated impacts of economic sectors to 
assess the issues of reaching the MSFD objectives.

Methodology
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Offshore oil & gas: exploration contracts 
(April 2015)
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Sector Trend
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Summary of the trends
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Interactions between sectors

The depiction of research areas does not necessarily denote their legality nor the legality of 
claims of sovereignty, sovereign rights or jurisdiction over those areas.



> 4% 
year
Global 
trade

Interactions between sectors and areas of 
conservation interest

The depiction of research areas does not necessarily denote their legality nor the legality of 
claims of sovereignty, sovereign rights or jurisdiction over those areas.
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> 4% 
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Global 
trade

Risks of not achieving GES in 2020 
(Maritime Transport and Ports)
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Shipping noise map 
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• Better flag state control and responsibility;
• Improve preparedness towards increasing traffic 

particularly for hazardous substances;
• Improve ballast water control (all Med states 

should ratify the Ballast Water Convention);
• Adhere to the IMO guidelines for biofouling;
• Support the designation of the Pelagos 

Sanctuary as a Particularly Sensitive Area, 
specific measures in Sicily and Gibrltar Straights 
and the Aegean Sea; 

• WWF  supports the designation of the 
Mediterranean as a Sulphur Emissions Control 
Area.

WWF Recommendations (Maritime Transport)

© http://www.maritime-executive.com/



• The regulation of maritime traffic in the Aegean 
Sea, a hotspot for ship accidents, should be 
given special consideraton in the future

• The deveopment of maritime sectors in the 
Adriatic Sea suggests that maritime traffic 
authorities should seek to foresee increased 
risks associated with maritime traffic and act 
accordingly

• A significant share of traffic overlaps with 
priority areas of conservation, partilularly in 
areas with marine mammals. Interactions 
between the sector and conservation issues 
should be more throughly assessed and 
addressed  at IMO level. 

WWF Recommendations (Maritime Transport)

© http://www.maritime-executive.com/



• Introduce strict limitations of the spatial 
development and optimization of existing 
infrastructures

• Provide shore side electricity for ships to 
reduce emissions

• Promote Mediterranean cooperation and 
specification instead of competing multimode 
harbors

• Improve port waste facilities. 

WWF Recommendations (Ports)

© http://www.cleanerseas.com/
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Take‐away conclusions
from the MedTrends project (1)

• Except for professional fisheries, all traditional sectors of 
Mediterranean maritime economy are expected to keep 
growing during the coming 15 years, and new or emerging 
sectors are expected to grow even faster.

• The likely future developments in key sectors and their resulting 
pressures  can generate significant conflicts between sectors 
that rely strongly on marine ecosystem services (marine and 
coastal tourism, fisheries, aquaculture) and offshore extractive 
industries or maritime traffic. 

• Professional fisheries will be the sector most impacted by 
Blue Growth. 
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• The risk of  failing to achieve GES in 2020 for 7 out of 11 
of the descriptors of the MSFD is high. 

• Similarly the risk of failing to meet the CBD’s 10% target
of Mediterranean waters within MPAs or other effective 
area-based management measures by 2020 is very high.

• Cumulative impacts are still unsufficiently known however 
we need to act NOW  and implement integrated ocean 
measurements measures.  

• Planning hotspots have been identified during the 
analisys and particular attention should be given to them in 
future MSP planning in the region.

Take‐away conclusions
from the MedTrends project (2)



 Need for a prospective approach

 Need for cooperation among sectors and countries

 Need for a cross-cutting approach to sectors and 

maritime policies

 Need for Maritime Spatial Planning

 Need to anticipate the increase of environmental impacts

 Take into account ecosystem services

 Protect sensitive or highly impacted ecosystems, 

focusing on EBSAs

Recommendations



MedTrends reports
(www.medtrends.org)
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